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SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHING/ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES 
 

Key Teaching/Assessment Strategy Components 
 

I.  Foundation Strategies 

 A)  Activating Prior Knowledge 
 B)  Metacognition 

 C)  Modeling 
 

II.  Collaborative Process 
 A)  Cooperative Learning 

 B)  Peer or Cross-Age Tutoring 
 C)  Reciprocal Teaching 

 
III.  Community-based Instruction 

 A)  Field Studies 
 B) Mentoring/Apprenticeship/Co-Op 

 C)  Networking 
 D)  Service Learning 

 E)  Shadowing 
 

IV.  Continuous Progress Assessment 
 A)  Anecdotal Records 

 B)  Checklist 
 C)  Conferencing 

 D)  Interviewing 
 E)  Observation 

 F)  Performance Events/Exhibitions 
 G)  Portfolio Development 

 H)  Self-Assessment/Reflection 
 

V.  Graphic Organizers  

 A)  Advance Organizers 
 B)  Compare/Contrast 
       Structures/Venn 
       Diagrams/Matrices 
 C)  Flowcharts/Sequence 
       Chains/Timelines 

 D)  Graphic Representations 
 E)  KWL 

 F)  Mapping/Webbing 
 G)  Notetaking 

 H)  Storyboard 
 I)  Story Map 

 
VI.  Problem-Solving 

 A)  PROCESS 
  1.  Brainstorming 
       Discussion 
  2.  Heuristics 
  3.  Inquiry/investigation/ 

     Experimentation 

4.  Questioning 
 B)  PRODUCT 

  1.  Case Studies 
  2.  Creative Problem Solving/ 
       Future Problem Solving 
  3.  Debate 

  4.  Formulating Models 
  5.  Interviews/Surveys/Polls 

  6.  Oral History 
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  7.  Research 

  8.  Role-Play 
  9.  Simulations 

 
VII.  Technology/Tools 

 A)  Adaptive Devices 
 B)  Calculators 

 C)  Computer Utility 
 D)  Data Collections Tools 

 E)  Design 
 F)  Distance Learning/ 
                 Teleconferencing 
 G)  Games 

 H)  Interactive Video 
 I)  Manipulatives 

 J)  Multimedia 
 K)  Puppets 

 L)  Telecommunications 
 M)  Video/Audio Production/ 
                   Videotaping 
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STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

 

Methods/Strategies:  (Quick Descriptions) 

• Concept Formation 

• Cooperative Learning Strategies: 

o Teams-Games-Tournaments 

o Think Pair Shares 

o Jigsaw 

• Model United Nations 

• Mock Trials 

• Moot Court 

• Problem Based Learning (PBL) 

• Take a Stand 

 

 

Concept Formation 

Steps: 

1.  Identify a concept that you plan to teach (e.g. civic responsibility). 

2.  Create 4 examples of the concept using a plus sign (+) or a smiley face to indicate that it is 
an example of the concept. 

3.  Create 3 mom-examples of the concept using a negative sign (-) or a frowning face to 
indicate that it is a non-example. 

4.  Present examples and non-examples one at a time in alternating progression. 

5.  Have the students guess what the concept is as each example or non-example is presented. 

6.  Do not reveal the concept until all examples and non-examples have been presented. 

7.  Use the positive examples to flesh out the qualities or definition of the concept. 
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Example of Concept Formation Activity: 

What is the Concept? 

(+) obeying the law 

(-) free speech 

(+) paying taxes 

(-) remain silent 

(+) military service 

(-) obtain a driver’s license 

(+) serving on a jury 

The concept if CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

Teams-Games-Tournaments:  Cooperative Learning Strategies 

Steps: 

1.  Select an instructional topic and present it to the students (e.g. the Constitution). 
2.  Develop a list of questions on the topic.  Number them.  Cut out small pieces of paper and 

number them so that the total matches the number of questions that you have developed 
for the topic to measure understanding (e.g. if you have 35 questions, create small pieces 
of paper with numbers 1-35 on them). 

3.  Team Game – place students in heterogeneous groups by ability and have them review 
material by selecting a number from the pile.  Students must answer the question that 
matches the number they selected from the pile.  Teams share knowledge (i.e. teach their 
teammates). 

4.  Tournament – place students in new groups made up of individuals from each of the 
“Team Review” tables.  In the “Game” phase, students are placed in homogeneous groups 
with students of similar ability and compete against one another.  Students must keep 
scores for every individual at the “Game” table. 

5.  Students return to their Team Game tables and report their scores.  Team scores are 
compared and the winning team earns a reward. 

6.  Students take an assessment.  The scores for each Team are compiled and compared with 
each other and for improvement over previous assessments.  Improvement is rewarded. 
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Think Pair Shares:  Cooperative Learning Strategies 

Steps: 

1.  Select a question or topic (e.g. Should the electoral college be abolished?). 

2.  Give students time to think, and read, or write about the topic silently and independently. 
3.  Have students discuss the topic and share their thoughts in pairs.  Then (optional), open 

the discussion to the whole class. 
 

 

Jigsaw:  Cooperative Learning Strategies 

Steps: 

1.  Select a topic, concept, theme, issue and break it into parts (e.g. Civil War – short term 
causes, long term causes, short term effects, long term effects). 

2.  Place students in expert groups. 
3.  Assign each group a piece of the “puzzle” (i.e. short term causes, long term causes…) and 

ask them to develop an expertise in the piece. 
4.  Send individual “experts” into mixed groups (i.e. ones with different expertise) and have 

them share their expertise. 
 

 

Model United Nations 

Step 1:  Selecting Topics 
Select a topic or topics of international concern that you want your students to discuss, or an 
international problem for which you want your students to develop proposed solutions (e.g. 
terrorism, trade with Cuba, Palestinian homeland, etc.). 

Step 2:  Selecting a U.N. Context 
*Optional – depending on how realistic you want your situation to be, you can choose to 
have the students simulate the work of one of a variety of United Nations “organs” (e.g. 
General Assembly, Security Council, Economic and Social Council, etc.). 

Step 3:  Identification of Countries (or “states”) 
Identify countries (“states”) that have stakes in the problem.  The selection of countries 
should be based on their representing divergent views on the topics you have selected for the 
simulation.  Select on country for every 2-3 students.  
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Step 4:  Assignment of Roles 
Assign 2-3 students to the role of a delegate from each of the countries.  They will become 
the “delegations” for the simulation.  Have students research the positions of their assigned 
countries on the topics that will be discussed during the simulation.  Alternatively, you can 
develop role-playing cards that describe the countries’ positions for the students (if you take 
this approach, pass out the role cards). 

Step 5:  Developing Resolutions 
A “resolution” is a proposed policy, statement, or course of action that is recommended for 
adoption by the United Nations. 
Approach A – have student write their own resolutions. 
Approach B (time saving approach) – write resolutions for the students to consider. 
Step 6:  Create an Agenda 
Collect and number all of the resolutions that will be considered.  Have students vote on 
which resolution will be discussed. 

Step 7:  Create a Speaker’s List 
A speaker’s list is a list of countries that will be permitted to speak on a topic.  To get on a 
speaker’s list, a delegate simply has to volunteer.  Time limits are usually imposed on 
speeches and 2-3 questions from other delegates are typically permitted at the end of the 
speech.  Speakers also have the right to “yield” any remaining time to other delegations.  
Invite delegations to join the speaker’s list and proceed through the list until there is a motion 
to end debates. 
Step 8:  Discuss (debate) and Vote 

 
 

Mock Trials 

Steps: 
1.  Judge briefly introduces the case (e.g. State v. Goldilocks). 

2.  Give opening statements: 
  a.  Prosecution or plaintiff goes first 

  b.  Defense follows 
3.  Prosecution or Plaintiff Calls Its Witnesses 

  a.  direct Examination by the Prosecution or Plaintiffs 
  b.  Cross-Examination by the Defense 

4.  Prosecution or Plaintiffs “Rest” 
  -after calling all of their witnesses 
  (or as many as they choose to call) 
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5.  Defense Calls its Witnesses 
  a.  Direct Examination by the Defense 

  b.  Cross Examination by the Prosecution or Plaintiffs 
6.  Defense “Rests” 
  -after calling all of their witnesses 
  (or as many as they choose to call) 

7.  Closing Statements 
  a.   Defense goes first 

  b.  Plaintiffs or Prosecution Follow 
 

 

Moot Courts 

Steps: 

1.  Select a case (e.g. Dred Scott). 
2.  Prepare a summary of the case. 

3.  Have students read the case summary. 
4.  Have the class identify the facts in the case and the case question. 
5.  Small Group Option – place the students in triads.  Two students (A and B) argue 

different sides of the case.  The third student (C) plays the role of judge.  The two students 
argue the case while the judge poses questions and makes a decision on the case.  One 
team can then be selected to argue the case “before” the whole class (see Procedure 6). 

6.  Whole Class Option – select several cases for discussion.  Prepare case summaries and 
identify the case questions.  Invite two students or two pairs to argue each side (Appellant 
and Respondent).  The rest of the class plays the role of justices who pose questions and 
render a decision. 

 
 

Problem-Based 
Learning (PBL 

Steps: 

1.  Select a problem (e.g. conflict in the Middle East). 
2.  Discuss problem solving strategies. 

3.  Introduce the problem to the students. 
4.  Have students clarify the problem (restate it). 
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5.  Assign students to “stakeholder groups” or roles (e.g. Israelis, Palestinians, Americans, 
Saudis) to develop solutions or positions. 

6.  Move students to jigsaw groups comprised of every role (i.e. Israelis, Palestinians, 
Americans, Saudis) to try to reach an agreement or a solution to the problem. 

7.  Debrief. 
 

 

Take a Stand 

Steps: 

1.  Select an issue (e.g. gun control). 
2.  Ask students to identify their positions on the issue. 
3.  Ask for 1-2 students who strongly support, 1-2 students who strongly oppose, and 1-2 

students who have mixed opinions. 
4.  Post signs in the front of the room (on the chalkboard) which state “Strongly Support” and 

“Strongly Oppose.”  The signs should be at opposite ends of the board. 
5.  Ask the volunteer(s) who strongly support to come up to the front of the room and stand 

under the sing that states “Strongly Support.”  Ask the volunteer(s) who strongly oppose 
to come up to the front of the room and stand under the sign that states “Strongly 
Oppose.”  Invite a student or students who have missed opinions to stand in the middle. 

6.  Ask each student to explain why he or she has taken the position he or she has.  Then, ask 
any student who has changed their mind to move in the direction of their changed 
position. 

7.  Invite the rest of the class to try to get any of the students in the front of the room to 
change their position by expressing powerful arguments. 


